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Satire’s my weapon; but I’m too discreet, 

Jo run a-muck and tilt at all I meet: 

J only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Thieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directors.— Porz. 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARP.. 
From the Black Dwarf in Warwick Gaol, to his 
Ls Grace the Duke of Norfotk. 


CATHOLICISM NOT THE ROOT OF ALL EVIL—A FEW 
PROTESTANT BRANCHES OF BARBARITY—IGNORANCE 
AND VENALITY, TIE PARENTS OF CRUELTY—RE- 
FORM THE ONLY REMEDY—MEANS, &. 


My Lord, 

Mr, Canning’s bill for the emancipation of the 
Catholic Noblemen is about to be rejected by the House 
of Lords. This is its certain fate; and though person- 
ally I should rejoice at any removal of those penal dis- 
abilities,which stamp guilt and proscription upon opinions 
of any description, yet | am by no means disposed to 
regret the failure of the proposition in a national point 
of view. To the nation, the passing of such a measure 
would be of xo advantage. To the individuals, it would 
be of but little, and that little entirely personal; while 
to the Catholic cause it would be an injury; for the 
Catholic noblemen having no longer any personal. mo- 
tives for exertion, might retain all their affection ‘for 
their creed, but would naturally relax in their exertiuns 
Vol. VIIf. No. 25. 
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to obtain for others what they already enjoyed themselves, 
But we need not argue upon the supposition that it can 
ever pass through the House of Lords. There what we 
must not cal} , silsenthroned in effectual sove- 
reignty, lo controul the progress of reason, and to check 
the advancement of liberal opinions. Not even the per 
sonal devotion of Mr. Canning to the cause of rotten 
boroughs, and Tory measures, can render such a mea- 
sure palatable, nor screen himself from the abuse vihich 
i3 sure lo fasten upon all who venture to touch one stone 
in the temple of parliamentary corruption. The Duke 
of Buckingham calls the bill ar/fud, cnsedious, and jesuit- 
ical; and of course Mr. Canning must be an artful and 
insidious jesuit, for preparing such a bill; nor am I 
disposed to contend ihat the Duke of Buckingham is not 
beller acquainted with the character of Mr. Canning 
than myself ;—-for though Ido not disapprove of the bill, 
[ acknowledge that If deem it on his part an artful con. 
irivance to serye, wot the Catholics, but himself; that 
he may atone by oue partial act of justice, for his lon 
prostration before thevenal shrine of party, and leave the 
country with some little eclat, as an indifferent actor 
retreats from the scene under the cover of a loud flourish 
of drums and trumpets. We are not interested in any 
exit that Mr. Canning may make, except his last; and 
so [will leave him to the consolation which his new -des- 
tiny aflords tobisold conscience, which I would fain hope is 
707. so tattered but it may serve for the duty of a warmer 
climate; while [ proceed to the object of, this letter, 
which is to show your Grace that the cause of 
Catholic Emancipation is rather betrayed, than served, 
in the Flouse of Coimmons; and that it depends upon a 
Reform in the state of the House of Commons—which 
reform is within the reach of your Grace, the Duke of 
Bedford, Earl Fitzwilliam, and one or two more, when- 
ever you canstermon resolution to “put forth your hands 
“and take it”? As you have repeatedly declared that 
reform is essential to the salvation of your country, { 
may presume that you ais Pitto - vourduty todo ep in 
Your power to obiaia it; and fT cai show you that it: 
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in your power, you will not hesitate to put your shoulders: 
to the wheel to accomplish it. 

First, then, as to the mode in which the cause of Catho- 
lic Emancipation is treated by its advocates, and its ene=' 
mies, whenever the question is agitated, lhe enormous 
crueliies committed during the period that the Catholic 
religion was the religion of the state, are invariably set 
down by the one side, and admitted by the other as 
springing from the Catholic religion, and as, not at all 
possible to have existed under the'influence of the Pro-, 
testant, or of any other faith; while it is as evident 
as the history of human nature can make any fact, 
that if the Protestant had been the first. established 
faith, and the Catholic the new doctrine, that the stakeand 
faggot had been as readily prepared, and the victims 
thrown with as much eagerness into the flames. -It was 
not to protect the Catholic Religion, thatthe fires blazed 
in Smithfield ; or the doors of the dungeon were closed 
upon the prisoners; but toprotect the fempor al interests; 
of the King craftand the Priest-craft interwoven together 
so inseparably, that to touch the one, was to bring down 
the vengeance of both parties. The Protestants prevailed, 
and the victims became mariyrs, who would have been 
still considered as wrpious fiends, had the Catholics 
remained in power. Yet Catholicism has nothing pecu- 
daarly in common wilh cruelty. The Protestant church 
cannot now sacrifice heretics. It can hardly be said it 
would not, when parsons Hay and Ethelstone were so 
ready to order a mock military force to cut down, and 
trample upon, @ peaceable and unoffending multitude, 
because they entertained political opinions at issue with 
those of the dominant faction of the day. In all instances 
of religious persecution, political corruption is at the 
bottom —and where there is no political corruption, there 
will be no religious persecution. In America, all opi- 
nions are harmless, because there is no state religion! 
It is not necessary there for ascoundrel to play:the hypo- 
crite himself, to obtain political distinction; nor that he 
should play the fiend with others to driva'them gut of his 
path ta promotion. All are equal, and thersas only the 
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honest rivalry of talentand virtue. Ina land, cursed with 
a dominant faction in either church or state, one party 
are born tyrants and the other hy pocrites, or slaves! 
The Protestant church has been wise enough to insist 
only upon the financial articles of faith. It knows no 
heresy but the non-payment of tythes; but there is no 
question of its dispositioa to enforce the payment of tythes 
as long as it shall be possible, either by the arm of the 
civil law, as in England; or by the bayonet, if it should 
be necessary, as in  Treland. 

Cruelty lias two parents—7qnorance, and interest: 
and the protestant church affords us abundance of instances 
that it is exempt from the influence of neither. It has 
tortured those who could not believe its doctrines. [t has 
plundered those who refused to contribute to its main. 
enance:—and it has lent itself to the destruction of in- 
dividuals from its consummate ignorance. The instances 
of the cruelty of the Catholics are certainly more nu- 
merous, because the number of the Catholics themselves 
are manifold ereater than that of the Protestants; and 
peste7 the Catholic political interests have heen more 

xtended, and the war upon them more general. | 
ome help offering to the consideration of those who 
areso ready todwell upon the cruelties of Catholies,afew in- 
stances of Protestant irercy, and Protestant wisdom, 
which would be es strong preofs of the er of put. 
tug the Protestant Chiu rch out of the Nossession Of pe- 
litical power, as for the exclusion of the Cat balica drs 
civil rizhts. 

The Church. Reformer, Cranmer, sent voih Arians and 
Anabaptists to the stake ; so thatit — scarcely be called 
anything more than retributive justice that such a weur- 
dever should perish there himseli. Or shall Protestant- 
ism sanctify murder, while Catholicism is branded with 
the guill and shamic? [po truth neither Protestantism, 
ror Catholicism had anything to do wilh the matter. 
‘The ‘base and malignant passions of interested men had 
borrowed the pretended cloak of religion for their own 
eratification! Elizabeth did net find it potilically ne- 
essary to burn so inany Catholics as Mary had sacri- 
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heed Protestants ; but there is no doubt that she would 
have sacrificed as many, had it been requisite te 
preserve her power. Shall Elizabeth, then, have the 
credit of mercy, because she murdered no more than 
she found it necessary to — 

The folly: and fraud of the Catholic Church havebeea the 
iheme of many learned Protestant Divines. Let those 
who quote them with such rapture read the the kormonts 
ing account of the friad and execution of THRE! 
WITCHES, in 1585, about thirty years after ihe 
eslablis'iment of the thirly- nine articles, 

“+ A man, named Samuel and his wife, and a young 
maid, their daughter, were tried at Huntingdon belore 
Mr. Justice Hoenner, accused of bewitching tac lady 
Cromwell, tive of Mr. Fhrogmorton’s children, seven 
servants, and the gaoler’s man. ‘The evidence in sup- 
port of the accusation was of the following nature :—One 
of the daughters of Mrs. Throgmorton had fits, and was 
ill;. she took a fancy that Samuel’s wife had bewitched 
her! After that the other children had the same fears 
and fancies, and fits like hers. The lady Cromavelttl 
seat for the woman, called her witeh, and abused her ; 
pulled off her kerchief, and cutting off some of her hair, 
gave it to Mrs. Throgmorton to burn fora charm. At 
night this lady dreamt of Mother Samuel, fell into fits, 
and about a year and a. quarter after she died! (How 
wonderful!) The standers by neither saw any shape, nor 
heard any voice, but only understood what the spirits said 
hy the children’s ansivers, and by what the children 
told them afterwards. The father and mother main 
tained their innocence to the last; but the aged mother, 
insulted and tormented, separated from her family, and 
harrassed night and day by her cruel persecutors, al. last 
lost her reason ; and moved by the tears and entreaties of 
the children whom she was supposed to dewetch, she con- 


‘sented to repeat cerlain words which were put into her 


mouth, and besought the evel spirits to depart from 
them. The old man made no confession, but declared 
his innocence; whereupon Judge Fenner told him, if 
he would not speak the words of the charm, the Court 
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would hold him guilty of the crime of which he wag 
accused ; and so at length, with much ado, the said Sa- 
muel, with a loud voice, said in the hearing of all 
sent, ‘ As Juma witch, and did consent to the death 
‘of Lady Cromwell, so I charge thee, devil, to sufler 
‘ Mrs. Jane to come out of her fits at this present mo- 
‘ment.’ Upon this, she came out of her fit; and the 
Judge said ‘ you all see she is now Ww ell, though not by 
‘the music of David’s harp.’ Upon the confession of 
this crazed woman, whose reason had been so unfairly 
disturbed, an English Jury were incited to put to death 
three innocent persons ; though she pleaded, being 80 
years of age, that she was with child, at which some in 
court laughed, and the poor creature laughed too. It 
was sugeested to the daughter, by those who could not 
chuse but pity her hard case, that a similar plea might 
save her life; but she held fast to her integrity, where 
many would have failed ; and in her simplicity, and in 
the homely phrase of that day, answered, ‘ nay: they 
‘ have said that | am a witch, it shall never be said that 
‘Tam a whore.’ Sir Samuel Cromwell, having the 
goods of these people escheated to him, to the value of 
AO!., as Lord of the Manor, gave the said 401. to the 
May or ana Aldermen of Huntingdon, for an annual lec- 
ture upon the subject of witchcraft, to be preached 
every lady-day, by a Doctor, or Bachelor of Divinity, 
of Queen’s College, Cambridge. The lecture is conti- 
nued to this day, and is now preached annually at 
Huntingdon !’’* 

Though this instance of abominable murder, com- 
mitted in the face of the day, and by the forms of the 
law, not by an alc rabble, but } hy a Couri of Jus- 


} 


fice! cannot be ex@led by any Cathclic les ad (whe- 
ther true, or false}, we can find more e s.uuples in Pro- 
testant annals of silar horrid crimes. One of the great 


precedent-mukers of the English Courts, the Lord Cnet 





* It may be asked what Doctor would now preach such a ser 
mon? UCufortnnately, ev ery Church can produce Doctors svous 
te do any thine ior etich they are hired ! 
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Justice Hale, who is called great and good, lent him- 
self to an abominable murder of a similar description, 
after Protestantism had flourished a hundred years :— 
“In 1664, Amy Duny and Rose Callender were tried 
and condemned before this fool, or hypocrite, at Bury 
St. Edmunds, in Suffolk. They were tried upon thir- 
teen several indictments. Amy Duny was charged with 
bewitching Mr. Pacey’s children, and causing them to 
have fits; and when Ser Thomas Brown, the famous 
physician of his time, who was in Court, was desired 
by my Lord Chief Justice to give his judginent in 
the case, he declared, that he was clearly of opinion 
that the fits were natural, but heightencd by the 
devil, co-operating with the malice of the wetches at 
whose instance he did the villainies!” and he added, 
thatin Denmark, there had been lately a great discovery 
of wilches, who used the very same way of aiflicting 
persons, by conveying pis nto them! This evi- 
dence, it is said, made that great and good man, Chief 
Justice Hale, doubtful ; but he was in such fears that 
he would not so muchas sum up the evidence, but 
left it to the jury with prayers that the great G od of 
Heaven would direct their hearts in that weighty mat- 
ter. The jury, having the famous physician’ s decla- 
ration about Denmark, for their encouragement, in 
half an hour, wa them in guilty upon all the 
thirteen indictments! After this the Lord Chief 
Haron gave the law its course. and they were con- 
demned, and were EXECUTED, declaring their in- 
nocence of an imaginary crime!” Oh! tare Pro- 
testant Chief Justice! Ohj rare Protestant and fa- 
mous physician! Oh! rare English jury, to hang iwo 
English women, because a discovery of witches was sued 
tochave bean made in De nmark! Precious fools! aye, 
and precious knaves into the bargain! for it is knaver 

for folly to assume the seat of justice! and knavery toa, 

of the most gross and unpardonable description. The 
famous physician, Thomas Brown, is very coolly said 
ty the narrator of this anecdote, to lave been “ one of 
the first physicians and philosophers of his time, whe 
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We have net yet done with Protestant sagacity, and 
Protestant humanity. In 1712, little more than a cen- 
fry age, Jane VWanhan, of Walhern, was tried in Hert- 
fordslire, tor witchcraft, and she confessed. The wit- 
Hesses swore to vounitting pins, &c. The jury found her 
euilty, the judge conderaned her r,and some clergymen 
Wrote an xceouut of the trial, which was in a few months 
firme exiended toa fourth edibinn. A controversy arose 
Upod ber case, an " she was not executed ; but four years 
afterwards, the same Judge (Powel) ‘condemned at 
Huniimedoa, tor tiie same imaginary crime, one Mary 
Hickes, and her daughter Elizabeth, an infant of eleven 
years old! nay were executed on Saturday, the L7th of 
July i716, in “ the dugusian age of English litera- 
tive aad sc pei and when the country was adorned 
by a ‘vewlon, a ilalley, a Swift, a Pope, a Clarke, 
and an duddeson! And at the beginning of the same 
century, ef which English philosophers, and English 
scholars taiis with triumph, fwo unhappy wretches 
were Aung at Northampton, on the 17th of March, 
1705; and five more suffered the same fate, at the 
same piace, an the 22d of July, 1712.” Folly, eruelty, 
loriare, murder, and injustice, we perceive, therefore, 
have not recessartly a Catholic origin; seeing they 
thus flourish among these who affect to reprobate them 
in others, and to have reformed themselves! The 
pretence of the “‘ spirit of the age,” is frequently 
offered in excuse for such barbarous injustice; but if 
that should excuse the protestant, it will equally serve 
thc Catholic ; and the only rational result is that no 

Surca should be entrusted with the power of-proseib- 
Ing or prosecuting opinions !—— Which can only be pre- 
venied by making all men equal in civil rights ,and legal 
duties. Now wo the means of obtaining “that Reform, 
which on your conscience you have declared essential to 
the salvation of the country. You hold several seats in 
the Lfous? of Commons at your command. Your power 
to seat members there resulte from usurpation; but # 
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you wili use your usurped powers to the advantage of 
the nation, you may stand excused for the accidental 
usurpation. Jnstead of placing stlent volers where ac- 
fine services are needed, look around you for men who 
are equally convinced with yourself of the all-important 
necessity of Reform ; and whe are disposed to obtain it 
by such sacrifices as were made by the Howards of 
former ages, if such sacrifices are necessary, use your 
influence to rouse the spirit of Reform where it yet 
slumbers, and te direct its energy where it isawakened. 
imitate the conduct of the apostles, and the missionaries 
of your faith. Success is the reward of honest and per- 
severing exertion. It is nota few words, howeverstrongly 
felt, or “ardently expressed, that can shake the fortress 
of Parliamentary corruption. ‘Tis is not an age in 
which we can expect miracles. Our Jericho will not 
tremble at the sound of the rams horns. We must win 
our entrance by regular approach and indefatigable la- 
bour, if it is wished to prevent a popular capture of the 
citadel by storm. As you are convinced that Reform 
is esential, will you not act upon that conviction, when 
both Catholic Emaucipation, aud the freedom of the 
protestant population are equally at stake? A generous 
mind that feels the liberty of a nation may depend upon 
its exertion, can have no nobler, no more forcible motive 
for exertion. You haveexpressed your feelings. May 
your actions correspond with them. 
Thy friend and well-wisher, 


THE BLACK DWARF. 





LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARP. 
—~<ie 
From the Black Dwarf in Warwick Gaol, to the Vel- 
low Bonze at Japan. 


THE MEN OF KENT DECLARE AGAINST THE DEBT—FARCR 
FLAYED AT ST. STEPHENS ON THE SUBJECT, FOR THE 
BENEFIT GF MR. COBBETT, BY THE UNITED COMPANY 
oF WHIGS AND TORIES. 


Che gravity of the lower house of “ thunderers,”’ has 
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peen a little burlesqued by the performance of an od¢ 
Jarce, in which several leading “ thunderers in ordi- 
nary” have not disdained to descend to low comedy, and 
perform the principal characters. Strange to say, 
upon this sinzular occasion, Mr. Cobbett has undertaken 
the parts of duthor and Manager ; and notwithstanding 
the singularity of the theatre at which the piece was 
first performed, it has actually been “ played for his 
benefit,’ and by “ his Majesty’s servants,” and others, 
at the ‘* Theatre Royal, St. Stephens!” The piece was 
** got up,” in theatrical phraseology, at the Kent Count 

Meeting, on ‘Tuesday, the 11th instant. The Freehold- 
ers of the Ccunty met to consider of the distress of the 
Agricultural Interest, and of the propriety of Parlia- 
mentary Reform. It seems to have been an odd sort of 
meeting, and very likely to furnish out matter for a po- 
lical drama, to such an accurate observer as Mr. Cob- 
bett: —for Mr. Lloney wood, one of the County Members, 
in reply to an attack upon the “ leading Whigs,” for 
not keeping the proceedings within the Whig limits, to 
which the Tories have no great objection, told the ho- 
nourable house, “ that ¢thzs peteteon did not emanate 
‘© merely from the Whig leaders ; but that the requisi- 
“ sition had been signed by a great number of persons 
** who had never called themselves Whigs, and who were 
** once the enemies of reform, but who had now come 
* forward to pray for relief, and for a reform in the 
‘‘ representation.” That is, it was a MEETING OF THE 
PEOPLE, sick of the delusions of one party. and 
the plunder of the other, who saw and feit that 
they must make an exertion for themselves, if they 
meant to secure the little they had left from following 
what had been taken away. A petition, couched in 
general terms, which might mean anything, and would 
have been construed by some parties to m:an nothing 
at all, was proposed to the meeting. There was no 
objection to be made to it. It prayed for reform as the 
only remedy for the causes of distress; and complained 
of the distress as becoming tnriéolerable! Mr. Coblett 
saw his time. He read the expressive conviction on 
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every countenance, that all this prayeng and petitioning, 
for what had been prayed and petitioned for so many 
hundred times, was, however necessary, yet of very re- 
mote advantage, unless some home-thrust at a sore 
place in the body of the monster of corruption, shculd 
touch her to the quick, and make her expose her weak- 
ness and irritability, by wincing and plunging. Mr. 
Paine has said, that a single bold sentence will some- 
times give a right tone to the feelings of a whole as- 
sembly ; and Mr. Cobbett demonstrated the truth of 
this assertion, by proposing un addition of a few lines to 
the address, which were in the following terms:— 

‘And your petitioners further most humbly pray, 
“ that your honourable house will be pleased to cause a 
“ JUST reduction of the national debt, as soon as you 
“ shall have compleied a reform of your honourable 
‘¢ house.” 

Had either the Whigs, or the Torres, beed wise, they 
would have taken no notice of this proposition, but have 
suffered it to havé been quietly tacked on to the original 
address, without a single word of observation. No ar- 
qument could be used against it. It was not susceptible 
of being reasoned against: and nothing but a perverse 
omission to netice ihe insertion of a single word, could 
have raised an objection to it. The addition contains no 
recommendation to abolish the debt, which it might 
have done with very good reason. It does not recom- 
mend that the deceitful borrowers of the money should 
lave their estates confiscated to pay the debt that they 
have incurred in the name of the people, to the injury of 
the people, whici it might have done, with still better 
reason. it simply requires a JU ST reducticn of the 
debt. If, on consideration, it could be found that any 
reduction would be unjust, it prays for nothing; but 
would beeome void from the discovery that it was found- 
ed on an erroneous view of the matter. On thecentrary, 
if any reduction be found just, it prays, that such just 
reduction should take place! And who will say: that a 
JUST reduction ought not to take place? The Chancel- 
jor of the Exe hequer has reduced the debt, by the jug- 
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gie of metamorphosing the five per cents. into four pe: 
cents.; and he has told the nation that he intends to re- 
duce it stil! further, by reducing the four per cents into 
thiee per cents. ile has spoiled the hoiders of those 
funds in as unprincipled a manner, (if there isany wani 
of principle in the Casey as he would spoil the holders of 
thre e per ceuls by reducing them to two per cents He 
reduced the jeve per Ce: nt fo four, mn defiance of an 
acl of leg slature, or rather he availed himself of a Juggling 
operation of the sinking fund to evade the express letter 
and spzret of the act of parliament, which declared that 
the five per cents. should not be liable te this reduction, 
until a certain proportion of the three per cents. had been 
paid off. ‘ Oh! said (he) we have paid off a much 
greater proportion of the three per cents.” tuough while 
ane million had been paid off (as it was called) len 
millions had been laid on! This was not just; buta 
paltry trick—an artifice, by a play upon words to evade 
both principle and reason:—but this was the act of 
ministry, and their majority; who are noi only p 
cessed of a creed of their own, but with the toe Bh. “of 
changing it as often as occasion may serve! The “ MEN 
OF KENT,’ ’ demanded a just reduction of the debt, with 
respect io all its ramifications, and bearings ; and it had 
been much more prudent to let it pass wnnoticed, as the 
demand will at present pass unregarded, than to have 
propagated a dangerous opinion by a most ill advised at- 
tempt to put at down. However, Lord Darnley proba- 
bly never conferred a greater benefit upon the cause of 
reform, than by his attempt to stifle the idea of reducing 
the debt, in opposition to the proposal of Mr.Cobbett. 
His opposition as might be expected, was in vain. There 
could be no honest reason why a just reduction should be 
opposed. The mover of the original petition, Mr. Foote, 
adopted the addition, and moved that it should form a 
part of their prayer. Mr. Rider, the seconder of the ori- 
ginal address, also seconded the addition. Mr. Larkin 
and Mr. Darrell supported the addition also :—and only 
Lord Darnley opposed it in any audible manner. ft was 
put twice; om the first occasion ondy six hands were 
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held up against it:—on the second, only three ;—though 
Mr. Cobbett tells us himself that “S perhaps seme scores 
of persons” called off/o ff! when he presented himself, 
a proof he adds, that there were some who did not deke 
him, though they were too wise to reject an advantage 
because he had been the first to propose it to them. 

Here the matter ended at Maidstone and now we 
come to the performance of the farce founded upon this 
transaction, ‘n the honorable house. The ministers are 
very touchy upon the subject ofthe deét, because they 
do not want any one to nibble at it except themselves. 
They know they can do what they will with it, by 
the help of their majority, whenever they please: and 
they naturally wishto preserve it, for their own picking, 
when the pockets of the people shall be quite emptied, 
and the present means of filling the treasury shall be 
completely exhausted. The Whigs, though they see 
no probability of such an event as their getting into 
office, cling fast to the hope even against all the usual 
basis of hope, that such an event may occur, as miracles 
have not entirely ceased,—witness Sir T. Lethbridge’s 
conversion to the standard of Reform! And if such an 
event should haypen, the whigs would want the “ fatted 
* calf,” for their own feast, and therefore they are very 
anxious that a should not be killed, beforethey can 
invite themselves to the banquet! This wil serve for 
a prose prolague to the performance we are about to 
notier, 

SCENE-— SZ, ng aoe Member sseated. Chair iaken., 

Mnter Me. tonywoon, wilh a petition in his hana 


“" 


Mir. ingen! hata io present a petition from 
ihe County of Kent, epmplaining of Agricultural Dis- 
tress, and praying fo Parliamentary ‘Reform ; and w 
more respectable, and numerous meeting was never 
held in Kent or in any other county than ‘that at which 
this petition was adopted. But there is a paragraph tack- 
- to it which no man regrets more than myself, calling 
‘pon this house to makea jusé reduction in the rae ger 
iobt, as soon as the house shi all have reformed itself. 
the government, however, had bogun to retrench on 
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years ago, they would never have heard such a senti- 
ment from the Courty of Kent; or tospeak in plain 
English, the County of Kent, would not have complain- 
ed if there had been no occasion! 

Sir BE. Anatchbull.—Y es, yes; 1 admit. the numbers, 
and respectability, and distress of the meeting; and 
though wo reformer, | should have made noobjection to 
the petition ; though I do not like mixing up distress and 
Reform together, because }am sure they have no manner 
of connection: but what I do not like, is that a person 
whom I suppose I must call a gentlemen* proposed this 
lume rider, and a damer rider I never saw, recommend- 
ing abreach of public faith, which was put and carried! 
The people were astonished! The great Whig aristo- 
cracy did not know how to act. A noble Lord did 
oppose the motion to no purpose; but if another 
noble Lord and Mr. Hony wood had opposed itasthey ought 
to have done, thecharacter of the county would have been 
saved, furl am satisfied that the general feeling of nzne- 
tenths of thecounty wasopposed to it ; although the most 
numerous and respectable meeting ever known was 


Se ae Ee 








* Mr. Cobbett (aside, but very loud) No, hang it! ‘* You cail 
yourself one, T supposes and if that be the case, the only favor f 
have to beg of you is, you will rot call me one. There was you, 
a your Own county; acock upon your own dunghill ; surround: 
ed by scores of staunch adherents ; and there was 1, without having 
a personal knowledge ofany six nen in the county. offering to @ 
county meeting, a proposition which you thoughtso infamous 5 and 
yet you remained as silentas a mouse as to the mevifs of that pro 
position, saying nothing about it, from first to last except ax to the 
mode in which it should be put by ihe Sherifftothe Meetiiz, 
There was f, slandimng opposite yous you knew (orelse what you 
now say is not true) thatl was a person of justly reprobated 
character and couduct ; you hear me make a preposition to the 
Meeting, you see the mectig adopt that propostien; you are ia 
the midstof your constifuents : and vol ove single teord do you say 
about that character or conduct. Rut, that would have been 
saying it tomy face, and you timughtit nore manly to suppress 
What you thought there, and to sav ii in-the}House of Commous, 
wheres vouhknewl should not be! 16 this ts b ang a gentlemas, | 


Pere dyy 


t 


‘> . . * . ; * ‘ : 4 me x ‘ . ‘ . e,* 
Zive vou notice that Wo somesce call me ove, bahats 
Ble pg st a personal rygait.’ 
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nearly unanimous in its favour. I know this logic 1s 
ridiculous and nonsensical, but it is my logic, ‘and I 
hope the house will bear with it. 

Mr. Honeyivood.—I say the Whigs did not originate 
the meeting. The requisition was “signed by a “creat 
number who had never calle! themselves Whigs, and 
who were once the enemies of Reform, but who had 
now come forward to pray for relief and for Reform. I 
opposed the resolution of Mr. Cobbett, 7 I utterly 
disavow the sentiments it contains ; that is, I say I think 
a just reduction of the debt, woul be an unjust piece 
of bv -ess. This may sound odd ; but, as my hon. col- 
leagu. ys, this is ay logic ! 

Lord sohn Russell.—It is very odd, tat the second 
speaker did not propose a counter-resolution, if he was 
so satisfied the majority of the meeting were ‘opposed to 
the measure which they carried. The truth is, that peo- 
ple on the brink of ruin, though neefiher poor, nor sedi- 
tious, are glad to catch at ¢ any proposal that offers relief. 
Ker my part, I know of no such thing as a just reduce 
tion of the debt, not I! This House is the legal repre- 
sentative of the people, although I shewed very clearly 
the other day, that it was not their representative in any 
sense of the Word : and I now say, that if any debts are 
contracted by this House, any future Government is 
bound to discharge them, though it is very clear that 
they would not “be so bound. The Cortes cf Spain, 
though succeeding to a most vicious and detestable des- 
potism, considered themselves bound to discharge its 
debts which i is a sufficient proof that England ought to 
pay whatever is required of it: for if the Spanish Cortes 
are fools, why should not the people of England be fools 
also! 1 will never agree to any reduction, except indeed 
in a case of “ overwhelming necessity ? which these 
people say has now arrived ; but which [I shall never 
think has arrived, until [ am as poor as they are! 

Lord Castlereagh.—1 say, let the petition be laid 
upon the table. Let us sey it contains unjust and flagi- 
tious principles ; and say that we only put it upon the 
records as a warning to other counties! hex mary be 
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lieve us, though it is very unlikely they will, if we talk 
of any “ overwhelming necessity” as likely to inake us 
do what they ask of us. If the necessety come, there is 
no consenting in the business. There would then be a 
general scramble, and those would secure themselves 
who could. The ‘public creditor has as much right te 
the cnterest of the debt, as the Bedford Family to ” tenis 
lands. 1 say nothing of the capital! This petition 
shews that County Meetings are dad things ; and Par- 
fiamentary Reformers, lik e the Noble Lord, should 
pause before they atlempt to “ place the country in a 
‘* state in which meetings, like that of the County of 
“ Kent, might send mandates to that House, so incon- 
“sistent with all the principles of justice and sound 
policy.” 

Lord John Russell.—!l do say that when we are 
ulterly unable to pay the interest of the debt, it cannot 
be paid. And I do say, that if we had a foreign enemy 
at our gates, and wanted the money for other purposes, 
we should be great blockheads to pay it. 

Lord Castler eayh.—That ts quite another matter ; but 
then the noble lord should have said postpone the pay- 
ment. It means the same thing, | know ; for the pay- 
ment would be postponed to all eternity: but it sounds 
better. 

Lord John Russelt.—Well, well, you shalt have it 
p stpone, if you will; though it is ‘ea lately you have 
been a critic in language. By the bve, 1 will tell you a 
secret—‘ the Whigs were carried away by the feeling 
“of the whole meciing ; which your measures have called 
‘Sup against all parties!” 

Mr. “Culcraft, —Be easy with you ail. Ht is the fault 
of the two members for Kent, that the petition contained 
any such clause. if they had opposed il as they ought 
to have done, it would mY have had 50 supporters You 
should have had ME there. [ would have kept all right. 
It is allstuff. The people who carried the resolution ‘did 
not know what they did. 1 would have expleined mat- 
ters to them; and the gentleman who proposed it would 
have been desired to mo unt his horse and take himself 





THE RELACK DWARF 85} 


oway, Lamthe man! bamthe Speaker! Lam the 
"easoner: ' If | had nol heen pore mmportantly engaged 
ia this Plouse (though b do not remember tiat t did any 
thing here, or indeed that Twas wanted at all, but t dare 
cay L was), | would have shown the weakness and fal - 
lacy of Mr. Cobbett’s proposition, ft was very unlucky 
t was not there. Talk of being taken by surprise! Men 
who underlake to manage public meetings ought never 
to be surprized. I am always <——— for such emer- 
gencies. 1[—-i|—l~—I—i—Zounds, | ao not know what 
t would have done! Why, Mr. Giana did not expect 
his reso:ution to be seconded. Ele had vot the slightest 
‘dea it woull be adopted ! ! He did not expect to lind so 
much sense amongst the people; and if f had been there, 
humble and nv sdual asfam, §€ would haye thrown such 
an itapenetrable fog about their understandings, that 
nothing like sense should have reached them, [bisa 
rreat pity i was not there! 

Sir Af, Ante hitlb.— Aye, ilony wood, and if you 
had joined me, we should have done as muc sh, and con- 
siened Mr. € ‘alia and his amendment to merited dis- 
race. 

Conscreace.—Join you! A ward in yeur ear. Tow 
many ciphers deos it fake ta make a unit? You were 
quiet enovigh atthe mecting; aad th Mr. Cobbett were 
here, you would be as - wel again. Jom you! What 
living soul -woulk be joined to a defunct personage ? 

Mr. J. Sinith.—¥ aur sure the great body of the free - 
holders cannot supparisucia a flazefeaus and wazpusl pro- 
pusition. Bless me! it is a sad mortification——atter 
mV late fine speech asaut as how we eught to m: meee ALL 
public fuith, waile paremece fadte is ail gums to the d—I 
as fast es it ean—to Suni the county of “Kent the first to 
come furward to Ag yo Parliament to viviate tne public 
faith. FE thought P hai satisticd every body that my 
iaterest hay ta the : funds ! And now to propese to loucn 
them! Oi! menstraus! No! na! Da tet the deb! 
Alone ! h 

Mr. Brougham Pins is all nonsease, Tt is quile 
wecless throwing the blame here and there, and every 

Vor. VEE No. 2a. 
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yw bere baton the noht place. The Whiss did all rhe ly 
ya, dS but il would not do~the sense of the meeting 
Wis Cleeided! y avast tiem :- fn. howevei you may all 
dishke the confesston- if the county of Went is not ta 
he trusted, either as to the Ouriby off its motives, or the 
sagacily of its views, [| know uot where in all Envland 
A county is to he found (oth whose probity Ol inletlivence 
vou can rely. like the obnoxious matter as tittle as 
any of you, but the meeting would take its own way. 
The proposition ought never to be entertamed, but in 
cireamstances of the greatest extremity; but if the peo- 
ple will bring it forward, what help is there. Tt is a 
crude, hasty, ill-considered thiag; which mioht have 
beett been rejected, had it been properly canvassed, 
and { hope never to see sucha thing in any petition 

Sir FY Knatchbult.—t did exert myself to point out 
the evil tendency, but they world not hear me! 

Mr. Honeywood.—A nobie friend of mine would have 
explained too, but he was s.jueezed up in a@ iwaggon, and 
was too muca fatigued ! 

Mr. Brougham.--Pot! poh! Lord Darnley opposed 
it quite as well as you could have done-—but it was of 
ao use. Opposition would not take! 

Lord Castlereagh.-~-Do not let me be understood to 
SAY any thing against other e unty meebis, heeause | 
‘n't like this. f approve of ¢ ounty mectines, generally, 

wise they do what T wish them. Ido not want to 


; ‘rage county reeclings, | only want them to do 
IsEGu louse? mo! 
wheat pe 


a 
Hes, 


qugham.=—Stali again! Who eaves what you 


Mr. hi. vty meetings! And now fam up avain, let 
think of cow, ‘o proposal of the petitioners is nota whut 
me say that th » your policy respecting the yestriction 
More unjust tha ane the resumption oF fhom— 
ofeash paymentg, , -Spoke !—-spoke!-—spoke! 

Several Menbhers, (aside) Lt won't do to let him 

if Ve jurid. Y~uban., “Thy yf = AS bart fo ro oe part 
eet ou the right seent. 
ai the PiiDle as ca they. fastde} Net not Ve miltst 
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shiek toot now, thatabous right toe plunder the Janded ine 
ierest of the last stulline ; but that the fundbolder must 
not have a feather touched. Then when the landlord is 
vlucked bare, we must turn to the fundholder, and pluck 
lium according io precedent , 

Lord Clifton.—I{ do think there was a want of spirit 
Hmmone the leaders. who oneht to have made the people 
do what they thought best for them. Certainly very 
jew opposed the addition. T did not feel myself called 
upon to do much, beeause my father did a great deal 
against it. Otherwise, though 7 had a bad place in the 
wagyon, | wonld have done something! The meeting 
was a very respectable meeting ; and how Mr. Cobbett 
obtained an sn fluence over it, so as to strceeed with his 
propositions, if is really gmposszhle to say. I do hope, 
however, that other countries will be warned against 
propositions of so revolutionary a character. 

Mi. Peel.—Wow Mr. Cobbett got possession of the 
meeting Was evident enough. We had boldly and man- 
filly stated his proposal. The Whigs should have 
apposed Mr. Cobbett by reasoning, and instructed the 
meeting as lo what course tt was best to adopt. | prefer 
the minty proposition of those, who at once recommended 
the reduction of the interest of the debt, to those darker 
insinuations which tried te magnify the danger by con- 

esthing it, 


Vr. Beunett.—-The government have by their own 
smusconduct—misconduel for which they have obtained the 
sanetion of majorities in Parliament—-set the example 
iy} spohiation. It was they who had corrupted and debased 
the currency: ~jf was they who had defrauded both the 
ritilic debtor and the public creditor =n surely they 
oueht to be the last to eomplain of a burst of feeling 
lisplaved ata public meeting, especially when they knew 
sequence of the most severe distress. 

Vr. Western, Nothing ean be more confair than ihe 
madnet of ford Crastlereach, in denounemy the Men of 


-— 


ii to he the «or 


e& Prk fir} cf TAD, A edosede A he Chit j (ies ‘ ble LY Ues had 
ar how for we 4PAUTS They had cen all that time 
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defraudiny thie public creditor— andi not the pubis cred 
jor merely, bul the public. Ministers now talk as it 
there was no faith to be kept but with the public creditor 
They had no consideration for those who paed the laxes 
They confined their regard lo those who lived upon the 
taxes.—As a respectable meeting, and as a meeting quite 
competent to think and decide for itself, [ for one defend 
its proceedings. 

Mr. Hume.—Really, the gentlemen ought to look te 
the words on which the Noble Lord (¢ ‘astlereagh) has 
wasted so much abuse. They are nothing but a recoin- 
mendation to do what the Chancellor of the E xchequer 
has done already, with the sanction and patronage of the 
Noble Lord, with respect to the five per cents. EF think 
when Ministers have plunwed the country inte a state in 
‘Which those who have, not long age, been m a state of 
comparative comfort, have nothing before them bul » 
gaol, or a poor’s s house, they ought nol to be over criti. 
cal about the tenor of speeches at a public meeline, op 
the terms of petition, 

Ser Fronces Burdelt.—There tas net been justice 
done to this petition, T have not much to say with re- 
spect to the complaints made of the conduct ot the Whig 
leaders: I know not whether there ere any Tory leader- 
who care less for some of ihe opinivas stated iu the peti 
lion, than some whe call themselves Whig leaders.— 
Those who are called Whigs and Tories in modern time 
are suv very like each sther, that when they happen te 
change their side of the Llouse, there is no way of know: 
ing the one from the other; and when tocy merely chanee 
sides in the HLouse, Lam opt ‘to misiake the one for the 
other. But after all, | do not see why one itonourable 
Member for Kent should be railed at by the other, while 
the railer had done nothing himself to enlighten his con: 
stituents. If he had been pent up in a waggon, he might 
have done what it would tollow from iis present speeclies 
iL was his duty to de. But it is not fair to single ou! 
this petition, as tending to defraud the pubite ¢ reditor.— 
Mis not fair to speak thus of the petitioners, when there 
are many men whe, as well as they. contend that the 
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interest of the debt ought to be reduced. [say {!)'s opinion 
is entertained by the ablest ae in the country. It is, 
therefore, no fault in tue menof Is ent, that it should be held 
by them. They did not refuse io pay 20s. in the pound ; 
put they cannot be expected to abstain from complaining 
when they are called upon io pay 30s. | maintain, th: it 
in consequence of the alteration of the currency, since 2 
great part of the debt was contracied, the whele couniry 
has to pay 30s. instead of 20s. faim far from being sorry 
that the declaration of the necessity of reducing the inte- 
rest of the debt, has been made ; for i am convinced no- 
thing but such a reduction can produce the advantoges 
which the country needs. Yes: that re!uetion is neces- 
sary for the salvation of the country. It is quite right 
for any man Who eee a plan good, tu propose that 
plan to the country ; and when any individeal, or any 
county. comes rs ward tu propose a plan, it is not fair 
to answer by avusc. a seems the Secreto ry of the ame 
Department likes the piain dealing of Mr, Cobbett’s pro- 


CUS fp 
posilion, better than the insinuations of some Members 
of this House ; and if he is so fond of it, it is weil that 
himself and his colleagues are pursuing a course which 
will procure them enougli cf it; and I have no doubt 
that, from the number of examples they will meet with, 
they will at last learn io practise it. Tne Neble Lord, 
however, must not engage in @ war with the people. 
He must not suppose, that they are to be misied by the 
same means which may mis! lead those who are under 
obligations to him. He must not hope that they wiil say, 
or do, any thing which may be prepused by his dupes. 
He must ot suppose the people are to be imposed upon 
by schemes wh ‘ch any idiot might unravel. When the 
government looked at ¢/eir orn schenes, and at the 
results to which those schemes had led, they had no 
great cause to find fauli with, or to brand any man. 

Mr. Manning.—IJ contend for the 
national debt 
Common Sense (in a whisper).—Contend fur the 
integriiy of tne natio or phan derers! You may as 


well do one, as tue other Integrity of ihe debt Doh! 
Vou VIL. No. 25 
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The Chancellor 1s now munching his slice from the tive 
per cents, and will be ready for another slice next year. 

Mr. Monck.—There is a broad distinction between 
the public creditor who lent his money before the year 
1697, and paid it in gold ; and those who lent it since 
that time, in a depreciated paper money, convertible 
neither into gold, silver, nor copper. I am always wil- 
ling to pay any just debt, public or private; and I would 
Lo ‘all my life in rags, and live upon bread and water, to 
be able to do so. But I think in this case, it is the duty 
of the legislature to do what the French did with then 
assivnals, treating all debts contracted in that species of 
money as ina depreciated currercy, and legalizing their 
liquidation iu the present currency, with reference to that 
depreciation. 

Mr. Wielson.—I can never agree that there isany ana- 
lozy betwixt English Bank notes, and French assignats. 

Common Sense.—Be quiet, if you are wise, Mr. Wil- 
son. Somebody will ask you presently in awhat the dif- 

ference consists. You know assignals were once as 
goo as Bank notes are; and, at the worsi, they will be 
better than Bank note: will one day be. 

Air. Lockhurt.—-Too much stress has been laid upon 
the resolutions of 1811, which gave a value to the 
Bank note that it did not really possess. The specula- 
tors in loans well knew the falsehood of the resolution 
which stated a one pound note and a shilling to be equal 
io a guinea; but fhe declaration of the House of Coin- 
MONS Was necessary, in order to sustain the confidence of 
the great body of the people. No loans could have 
deen obtained, without such a confidence, and the war 
could not have been carriedon without resources. When 
(iver Cromwell felt the want of provisions in his army 
be proclaimed a general fast. When our government 
liad no vold, they declared that Bank paper was equal 
in vatue to Wolu, The ian iS, . 2» from the necess!- 
) ieee, gl diasten ul ft sdhite 4 pr abi faith - but I think i 


Ji) bys wed 1 eg Wil vert that ar2umMe tics AAS th, ye. who, 
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for relief where it presented itself; ana to infer, because 
they call for the diminution of the national debt, that 
they are therefore dishonest and immoral. 

Common Sense.—Supposing all this to be correct— 
and that the public confidence was raised by a falsehood, 
and excited by a lie, promulgated by a House of Com- 
mons, for the express purpose of inducing people to lend 
money who would not otherwise have done so, what has 
the nation te do with the consequences of that te? Are 
not the authors of the lie, the parties who should indem- 
nify their dupes? But if the stock-jobbers knew that 
the resolution was false, and speculated upon the credu- 
lity of the public who were thus imposed upon,they were 
parties tn the fraud ; and have no claimwhatever for the 
protection of their unjust gains, or for the payment of a 
debt which the public would not have incurred, if it had 
not been duped by this parliamentary lte ! 

Mr. J. Martin.—The petition cemes from persons who 
are agnorani of what they ask for. Letus put a stop to 
this clamour, by declaring before we separate, that we 
will not sanction a reduction of the National Debt. 

An old Member.—(aside) The less we declare, the 

better. Our declaration about the Pound Note and the 
Guinea is not forgotten yet. I am always against declar- 
ing any thing. How silly Castlereagh and Vansittart 
made themselves, by declaring that taxation could not be 
reduced, without flying in the face of Providence, which 
had sent itas a special blesseng ;—and then to be obliged to 
come down and propose to reduce it themselves. Then 
there was Liverpool, with his silly declaration about peo- 
ple being ruined by having too much food !—and a great 
many other declarations of the same kind. Let us have 
no more of them. A wote isa safe thing on any side; 
and we can vote for one thing to day, and another to- 
morrow , and if we only hold our tongues, nobody will 
ve a bit the wiser. 
Mr. Brougham.-—Theagh the Frencs Government 
did issue their depreciated assignats, they were never 
sully of the unparalleled assurance, and grossabsurdity, 
Yt declarins: them equal to the ancient etandard of vaine 
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“ih ver inthe Wildest delirium of the revolution sthoughrulec 
the clubs of Paris, was the convention suilty of the 
K audand falsehood of declaring their tattered assignat to 
be equal to a, Louis dor! The men of Kent were at- 
tacked, forsooth, because they had voted for a resolution 
which ‘went to violate public credit. Did the members 
who attacked them remember what had been done, and 
what had been left undone in that House? Did they 
forget the support which they had ziven to that flagitious 
and absurd resolution, which they pas-ed as to the value of 
the Bank Note inI811. The country was bound to pay 
as long as it gould; andit can pay, if the resources are 
wisely administered, if all extravagance is put down, if 
the prodigality of the rulers is checked, not that I look 
for any check from this House, but from the UNITED 
Loup, and HONEST voice of the puBLIc. If the reverse 
should be the case, if extravagance in even a single in- 
stance is permitied, it is the authorsof that extravagance 
who break faith with the public creditor, by a >propriat- 
ing to their own selfish purposes those resources which 
should have been applied to the liquidation of the public en- 
gagements. Whatdoes Mr. Secretary Peel mean by his 
dark insinuations, and disguised tampering with funds ? 
Those charges apply solely to those who first debased the 
currency, by depreciation, and departed from their faith 
to the public. by the restriction on the bank; and who 
have now visited uponev ery class of the community those 
bitter fruits of their base, insidious, and treacherous 
frand—truits, of whieh the authorsof that iniquitous aye 
tem ought to have been compelled alone to taste,——but of 
which, “unhappily, every branch of the public are des- 
tined to participate! And amongst such men Mr. Se- 
cretary Peel has taken his seat. 

Mr. Peel.—Yes, 1 did mean you, when I talked of 
insinuations about the necessity of breaking the national 
faith ; and I alluded to your plans for reducing taxation 
I shall take nounderhand course. Necessity may justify 
extreme measures ; but to apply such a principle in the 
present case as recommended, would be the same in 2 
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public sense as highway robbery would be in a private 
one, 

Common Sense.—Don’t be ina passion Bobby. When 
folks are angry, they are very apt to talk nonsense. 
Why, man, if reducing the interest of the debt be as bad 
as highway robbery, your precious colleague, the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, is as bad as a highway robber, 
and you would be indictable yourself as an accaom- 
plice, both before and after the act, if not as a receiver of 
the stolen property ! 

Mr. H. G. Bennett.—I recommend no injustice to the 
public creditor. Let him be paid what has been bor- 
rowed of him; but he has no claim to 30s. where he 
only advanced 20s. The real violators of faith are the 
ministers who began in the year 1797, by their fradu- 
lent and scandalous conduct, to cheat the public creditor ; 
and those who are now, by another fraudulent and scan- 
dalous manceuvre, cheating the public and private debtor. 
The violators of the public faith are those ministers who 
resisted every proposition of public retrenchment, who 
upheld unnecessary establishments for undue patronage, 
and who were guilty of a spoilation of the property of 
the people, by continuing an unnecessary taxation, and 
the machinery of a sinking fund. 

Lord Castlereagh.—I shall not copy the temper or 
language of the last speaker, which, God be thanked are 
very rare in persons of his station in life ;—but I shall 
say that I think the public creditor entitled to 30s. for 
his 20s.:—that is, as long as il may su¢t us. I very 
much regret to observe in the last speaker “‘ a laxity of 
= which savours strongly of revolutiouary princi- 
ples.” 

Mr. Ricardo.—If the public creditor at one time re- 
ceived 30s. in the place of 20s., he also received 20s. in 
the place of 30s. that he had lent; so that in the whole 
of these transactions he had great doubt whether the 
public creditor had been benefitted. 

Common Sense.—I know I am not a member of this 
House, aud beg pardon for whispering so often, but in- 
deed I cannot help it. Pray, Mr. Ricardo, have you any 
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doubt that éarge fortunes have been made by jobbing 
upon the public credit? Are not large fortunes benefits ? 
Do you happen to remember any instance in which the 
public creditor only received 20s. for an advanee of 3(s. 
Do you believe any public creditor would have made so 
silly a bargain ? Do you not know that the public ore- 
ditors always made their own terms—that the public was 
compelled to borrow whether it would or not—and that 
the public creditors were voluntagy speculators upon the 
ministerial chance of fleecing the public? If the public 
creditor Jost all, he would not be worse used than the 
creditors of private individuals who lose all by the insol- 
vency of their debtors; nor indeed would he be used 
so ill, for the publie creditor is a voluntary creditor who 
only lends his money to the boroughmongers, because he 
can make no greater profit in any other way. 

Mr. Hume.—Lord Castlereagh has no right to talk 
of intemperate language, unless he wants to monopolize 
it entirely to himself :—nor will it avail him to cry out 
* Revolution,” as the boy in the fable cried ‘° wolf!” 
If the engagements with the public creditor must be 
broken, they must. But the eountry has resources :— 
all it wants is a fair, just, and econom‘cal administration 
of them. 

Petition received, laid upon the table, and ordered to 
be printed.—Scene closes. 


REMARKS UPON THE PERFORMANCE. 


Not long ago, it was fiercely maintained, that no 
piece upon this subject would ever be played by his Ma- 
jesty’s servants in the Theatre Royal, St. Stephens— 
that the bare mention of the idea upon which itis 
founded, would be so strongly reprobated as to pre- 
vent any attempt to put it in rehersal. It was also said, 
that the public taste was entirely opposed to such a 
drama; and, in short, that it would be infallibly con- 
demned, wherever it was mentioned. Mr. Cobbett, 
however, has demonstrated that the public taste is in its 
favour, and that so strongly, that all the criticism of all 
the Whigs and all the Tories in the county of Kent. 
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could not prejudice it in their opinion; and notwith- 
standing the boast of Mr. Calcraft that he would have 
been — — before it should have succeedeil, had he 
been present, it will repeatedly be played again in spite 
of his reprobation. Mr. Cobbett has, indeed, offered 
to meet him upon the subject, whenever he pleases to 
collect an audience for the purpose. Still the perform- 
ance of the piece at St. Stephens is a matter of some as- 
tonishment, to those who remember that a petition for 
Parliamentary Reform was rejected the other day, be- 
cause it railed too strongly (thatis with too much truth) 
against the notorious corruptions of the House. That, 
it was said, was an insult which ought not to be put 
upon upon ‘the journals :—but ¢his, which they call “ a 
“ flagitious and dishonourable proposal to cheat the 
public creditor,” they put upon the journals of the 
House, without any hesitation. Nor is this the 
only indication that this “ flagitious proposition” ma 

ultimately become a very great favourite with all sides 
of th: House. <A reduction of the debt has found adyo- 
cates within the House ; some who have been honest 
enough to speak boldly what they think ; and others who 
have “clearly shewn they would we!l enough like what 
they have not spirit to recommend, ven the Ministry, 
with all their affected horror at the proposal, perceive 
that it has some sweets to recommend the bitter; and 
that it may become a matter of * lilies NECESS ity: - 
it may do so; and then, of course, it wou'd want nei- 
ther consent, nor justification ; but would follow in the 
natural order of things. And what is better still, the 
Ministers are to be the judges, as to when this extreme 
necessity shall exist! and when they may begin to posé- 
pone the payment of the interest of the debt, un til it 
may be convenient to them to resume it again! But 
they are not the only parties to consult about this mat- 
ter. The men of Kent may chuse to te consulted about 
the disposal of their money; for the pe cople have not been 
accustomed to imagine, tinat they hold every shiiling at 
the disposal of the ‘Boroughmon; gers, or of the Ministry ; 

and as the public must pay the ieee, while it is paid 
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to the pudlhe creditor, it will depend on the Lis position 
and adedify of the pusiic, and not upon the disposition 
of the Ministers, or the ilouse ‘of Commons, how long 
the imterest shall be paid. The Men of Kent have de- 
manded a reduction. Other counties will follow their 
exampic, when it is perceived by the discussion, that 
nothing but abuse bas been offered in reply to the de- 
mand of reduction, by the patrons of the debt. It is 
clear, that either the landholders must be ruined entirely, 
or the debt must be reduced. It is equally clear, that 
the findhbolder has been a great gainer by the reduction 
of prices, and Lhat he would be no loser by ceasing to 
enjoy his excessive gains. Nor would the Ministry at al! 
oppose the red uction of the interest, but that such a re- 
duction Would also produce a reductiun of their salaries 
and emolumenis al the same time. A commission to 
rezulate payments according to the present value of pro- 
duce, would reduce all offieial salaries one-third at least , 
aud this is a resuit which it is advisable lo defer as long 
as possible. But it mesé take place! and the ministeria! 
declaration that it shall not, induces me to expect it will, 
and that very early. They said the taxation could noi 
be reduced, and in three months came forward to reduce 
it. They swore their sinking fund should not be touched 
again, While they were absolutely contriving a means to 
diminish it from ‘five millions to three. The fact i is, they 
will do any thing to Aeep their places. Rather. than 
lose them, they would « yo on their knees to petition to 
be employed at one-half, or one-fourth, of what they 
now get; though they will defend their present salaries 
as long as they can. Let but a few more counties de- 
mand a reduction of the debt, and they will begin to 
think if Got quit so unjust a matter as it seemed to them 
al the first; they will say it requires deep consideration, 
as it is @ very delicate matler indeed ; and then pounce 
upon the three per cents. with as little ceremony as they 
did upon the fives, provided they find the public deter- 
mined upon reduction, | am satisfied they expect the 
public will eouped them to reduce the debt; and tha! 
they make this show of moral affectation with no better 
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mouve than an old courtezan affects to refuse favours 
which she is quile ready and willing togrant, ata proper 
price! They would not otherwise have noticed this 
petition so furiously, and printed it after all their abuse ! 
The prayer had one condition annexed to it, which ren- 

dered all abuse of it quite gratuitous: for it desired the 
ifouse to reduce the interest of the debt, after 2 had 
completed a Reform of itself! Until it was reformed, 
therefore, it was not requested to meddle with the inter- 
est of the debt; and if no reform takes place until the 
House shall reform itself, the prayer of the petition had 
reference to a time that can never come. The ministe- 
‘rial admission that a time may come when it will be ex- 
pedient to reduce the debt, with the constant declaration 
of the boroughmongers that no reform is necessary, nor 
shall ever take place, indicates strongly that the /asé 
measure recoramended by the petition, is the first that 
will be adopted by the ministry. Mr. Cobbett says the 
yeformers should not assist the landholders to get rid of 
ihe debt, until they consent that the people shall have a 
reform. And assuredly, the reformers will not be very 
anxious to assist those who have persecuted them; but 
the natural death of the system, if it be permitted to die 
anatural death, is that, after converting every other class 
of the nation into reformers, by ruining their interests, 
and driving them to the brink of ruin, it should add the 
fundholders to the general mass, by skewing them that 
there is no security against its destructive nature, 
by the only method in which it is likely they will 
learn such a truth,—namely, by the ruin of the 
funded interest, as the landed and every other interest 
has been ruined in its turn. One after another have 
most of the sentiments of the early opponents of 
the system been adopted by the Honourable House :— 
and the few that remains yet unacknowledged, 
are on the road to the same distinguished honor. {it is 
truly laughable to see opinions for which Paine and others 
were almost hunted to death, now current in the mouths 
of those who either joined in the hunt, or hallooed 
on the dogs to their prey. Thus time reverses the 
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sentences of prejudice and party; and thus those who 
refuse to listen to the voice of reason when she would 
save them from impending destruction, are glad to im- 
plore her assistance to extricate them from the labyrinth 


into which venal interest and determined folly have con- 
tributed to plunge them 


Thy friend and well-wisher, 
THE BLACK DWARF. 


—_ —— 
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OPERATION 
OP THE 
“ENVY AND ADMIRATION OF THE WORLD” IN 
IRELAND. 
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Ihe -ystem works well.”—Canning : 





We cannot withdraw our eyes from the horrid instances 0; 
human misery, which misgovernment has helped to produce 
m Treland. A certainty that the same fate is in reserve for 
England, and for Scotland, if the present system is persevered 
iu, renders the duty still more imperious ; and we proceed to its 
discharge with a full conviction that we shall ultimately have to 
remind our own countrymen that we predicted their APATHY 
would leave them a PREY to the DISASTERS that are now 
desolating so large a portion of the sister country. And here 
we cannot avoid remarking upon that INFATUATION, which 
4s so remarkable and fatal a characteristic of all nations, 
During a period of distress, when hunger and misery incapaci- 
tate them for any exertions, they turn eagerly to the CAUSES 
of their sufferings, and are anxious to find a way to redress 
them, which can seldom be found, when they are destitute of 
resources for the attempt. But remove the immediate pressure 
of distress, slacken the chains that bind them to useless toil, 
and barely requited labour, and away is thrown, by the million, 
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at least, all regard for principle, and all the prudence which is 
required to prevent a return of the calamity. A mere animal 
existence satisfies things that should be men. The power of 
occasionally losing reason in intoxication is hailed with rap- 
ture ; and not to be absolutely stunned with the cries of a star- 
ving offspring for daily bread, satisfies the listless parent, who 
has no care beyond the day, and no thought beyond the pass- 
inghour. Upon this fatal APATHY, is built all the tyranny 
and oppression that disfigures the face of the creation. ‘The de- 
luders and oppressors of the world know how much the slaves 
they trample onand pillage will bear, before they make any resis- 
tance; and the system of management is to REDUCE ‘THEM SO 
LOW WHILE THEY WILL BEAR, that WHEN THEY 
CAN BEAR NO LONGER, they shail be too WEAK, too 
DESTITUTE, and too DEGRADED to RESIST! Jn sii- 
gle depotisms, thisis the regular contrivance of the tyrant, 
and his minions. In a mixed government, it is the vatural 
conseqnence of a division into classes, and a government by 
parties. Wealth is substituted for the natural basis of nati- 
onal strength. The rich become privileged, the poor be- 
come degraded. Enormous accumulations of wealth on the 
one hand, and the ravages of famine on the other, bring on a 
crisis of frantic desperation, or silent despair. In the first 
case, the institutions of society are destroyed, and the great are 
violently thrown into the sepulchre, which the system had open- 
ed for the poor. In the other, the populace sink quietly into 
the grave, the victims of pestilence and hunger. The pesti- 
lence spreads; and the rich become also its victims. ‘The em- 
pire is depopulated. Lts energy is lost, its stnews are destroyed : 
—and the vengeance of nature rewards the oppressors with the 
fate of the oppressed. Ireland isnow dreadfully afflicted with 
oyulence converted into a plague, and general wretchedness 


aggravated by famine, and the ravages of disease consequent upou 
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the want of sufficient wholesome food. It matters not, that 
no single individual can be named as responsible for all this 
evil. The evilexists. It isevidently the result of the system ; 
and the system by which the few misgovern the many for their 
own benefit, bas extended to England, and must ultiuately 
produce the same horrible extreme of misery, if it be not ar- 
rested! in i's career, by the exertions of the people !—for to their 
exertions alone, can any reform be looked for. Let them, 
therefore, shake off their di-graceful and injurious apathy, and 
be wise, while wisdom can avail them. 

When we read that the whole population of a district 
labours under such dreadful distress as the following iutelli- 
zence from Ireland depicts, what are we to thiuk of a system 
which has reduced the people to absolute starvation, by the mere 
partial failure of a single crop! in the midst of general abund- 
ance! How very near the verge of famine must it have always 
kept them tottering! One Irish paper says :—‘ We speak not 
of solitary instances of wretchedness ; but of masses of it, where 
human beings had not tasted food for thirty six hours; and 
where human existence was only preserved by some morsel of 
food administered by creatures almost as pallid and woe-worn, 
but who had just as many rags as enabled them to crawl out 
without offending decency.”” A resolution at a meeting in the 
barony of Duhallow says:-- “‘ The Yarony of Duhallow in size 
as extensive as some counties in Ireland, and Jarger than many 
in England, with a population of upwards of 60,000 indivi- 
duals, is in a state of dreadful and general distress :—that its 
wretched inhabitants are falling victims to famine and disease— 
famine, occasioned by the scarcity of provisions, and wan! 
of empioyment—and disease, the consequence of famine and 
bad food.” 


From Tralee, they wrte:—‘ There is a sickness of the heart 
arising from hope deferred. Such sickness is the forerunuer 
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of despair, and in this deplorable condition the starving po. 
pulation of this town and district are placed. We regret that 
very little comparative relief is perceivable here. For the 
last three or four mornings, at an early hour, it was lamentable 
to behold groups of starving labourers parading our streets: 
at leneth they formed a large assemblage, and proceeded to 
the houses of several gentlemen of this town, seeking work, 
and declaring they were most anxious to Jabour for their bread ; 
that they and their families were famishing; and that if some- 
thing was not done for their relief, they must either PLUN- 
DER or PERISH! And indeed, (adds the journal, if some- 
thing be not promptly done, hundreds of human beings musi 
inevilably perish before twelve or fourteen days have passed 
away, and thousands before the middle of next month.” And 
then the poor famishing beings, with DEATH BEFORE 
THEIR EYES, are most ridiculously warned against the dan- 
ger of such assemblages !—as if any further danger could appal 
men, who were just about to fall from famine into the grave. 
Imprisonment and transportation, would be blessings to them. 
To be sent to gaol, would be to obtain food, for the state must 
support its victims in its prisons. It may give them little, but it 
caunot see them perish of hunger in its keeping. And if it pro- 
ceeded to hang them, or to cut them to pieces by military force 
—still tothose who are perishing with hunger, death in any 
other shape would be far more welcome! Nothing can ADD 
to tve misery of men whe are famishing, and seeing their 
families famishing around them. They have reached the 
worst stage of human suflering, and any change must be for 
the better. 

The Dublin fEvening Post jsays;—‘* It is a fact too welk 
authenticated, that scores, perhaps hundreds, have already 
verished of want; that a fever has set in; and that hospi. 
tals are already crowded with its victims. In one parish in 
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Clare fifty persous, when the last accounts came away, Were 
illof fever, and five had died. ‘Theyreater part of this parish 
(Clongedad) were totally destitute of provisions. The fever 
with which they are attacked, is only another word to describe 
people dying of hunger. In the western part of Galway, 
men, women, and children are dying of starvation; and so 
dreadful is the mortality, that every one who can quit, is fly- 
ing as froma plague. In short, a great part of the west and 
south of Ireland present the shocking and appalling spectacle 
ofa dense population in a state of famine, and on the brink 
of pestilence. It is not amere local distress, which may be 
relieved or mitigated, by a local application. We repeat it: a 
million of men, women, aud childrenare STARVING, are 
actually DYING OF HUNGER, that already, and in one 
of the finest seasons ever temembered, a malignant fever, 
with every appearance of the worst symptoms of pestilence, has 
set in.” 

The Dublin Patriot attempts to rouse the fears ofthe rich, 
by reminding them that, in 1817, when “ one Aundred thou- 
sand poor persons perished in Ireland,” from fever and 
other diseases, superinduced by want, and unwholesome food» 
that “‘ numbers of the wealthy perished with them ;” and it 
is significantly added, that “what the consequences of the 
present deplorably condition of our peasantry may ultimately 
be, is, even in this view, matter to us all of most awful con- 
tewplation.” But this es not all! The intercourse between 
the two countries may introduce the pestilence into THIS 
COUNTRY; and the conquerors of Ireland may participate 
in the evils of the conquered. 

Turning again to the cause ofall this evil, it might be imag- 
ined that Ireland was a poor, barren-couutry, with an exces- 


sive population, and a nercow territory. Quite the contrary! 


sie has a rich soil, with but a moderate populsiion, anc 
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millions of fertile acres that lie absolutely waste! What, 
then, becomes of her wealth? The toil of five agricultural 
labourers, will produce food for one hundred persons! Whiy, 
then, is the labourer left to starve? Into what reservoirs is 
the wealth of Ireland drained, from the consumption of its 
children? One instance of this drainage, we can give ; and 
it will demonstrate the existence of many others. Tie Arch- 
bishop of Armagh has lately died, and his widow has admin- 
istered to a personal property of two hundred thousand pounds! 
This is his personal property merely, and estimated at the 
lowest sum. The Journal in which this statement appears, 
adds, ‘° What his real estate may be, we are unable to say, 
but doubtless the Shepherd was not without fields and’pens. 
Whatever the distress of Ireland, certain Spiritual Graziers 
there, appear to have nocause of complaint. However, it 
would seem that Scripture’is occasionally tortured in that 
quarter (perhaps in others), and the text ‘feed my sheep,’ cor- 
ruptly read ‘feed on my sheep,’ which alone can account for 
what (using Burke’s expression) we may call most excellent 
tallowing in the caul and kidnies ;’ the flock can boast nothing 
like it. There is no reason to feelany alarm about the strict 
orthodoxy of his Grace’s successor; in this sort of sheep- 
walk, he will, it is presumed, follow his predecessor ‘ passibus 
equis. The stamp to the probate was £2,000; a small slice, 
which, coming to the revenue, is the public’s share of this fat 
thing.” 

Thus, while the contribution of the whole empire offer one 
hundred thousand pounds to the distress of the people of Ire- 
and, one single district of that unfortunate Island has con- 
tributed two hundred thousand of surplus money to tie 
bequest of one man at his death, besides keeping him in splend- 
our during his life. Anempire offers a famishiug population 
tuo shillings each, to maintain them for many weeks. The 
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oppressed population have given to one man £200,000 more 
than his wants required! Who does not see that sucha 
system must lead to the ruin of the State in which it prevails? 
And who does not see that England having planted the poison 
tree, and with gross infatuation watered its growth with the biood 
of her children, must taste of the fatal fruit in dve season, 
if it be not rooted up in time, and a more wholesome system 
substituted in its stead? It would have been of no conse- 
quence fo the deceased archbishop, had he died not worth: 
so many farthings, But the dunghill of wealth which he has 
heaped together, might have left prosperity remaining where 
famine now rages with such threatening aspect. It is certain 
that the nafural riches of Ireland are more than sufficient for tts 
population, if: they were permitted to eat of what they pro 
duce, and to share the blessings which they confer upon 
others. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS 





Mr. Harrison, confined in Chester Castle, requests us to ac. 
knowledge, for Mr. Swann and himself, the following dous- 
tions :— 

From Mr. Hunt, five pounds to each. 

From the Reformers at Hinchley; one pound each. 

From Great Hortoa, near Bradford, Yorkshire, two pounds to 
Me. Harrison. 


From the Lyon Union, one pound for Mr. Harrison and Mr. 
Swann. 


From Holbeck, near Leeds, one pound for Mr. Harrison and Mr 
Swann. 

The prison restrictions, under which these sufferers labour, bave 
prevented an earlier acknowledgment of some of these sums, par. 
ticularly that from Great Horton. 


The address of the Radical Union of Neweastle-upon-Tyne to 
Sir C. Wolseley, shall appear next wsek 
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